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FROM 


Virgins Caveat 


INFANT-MURTHER, 


A 


FAIR Warning 


To all Beauteons 


Young Ladics to withſtand the Temptations 


of difſolute Gallants, ſhewing the Impoſlibility of Concealing _ 
cheir Sin. Ser forth ina RELATION of an Infant 
Mutthered by its Mother in the Biſhoprick 
of Durham, 


Which Appeared to a certain Woman, and diſcovered its Mother, its Place 
| of Burial, and the Reafon of its Walking. 


Sent by C. E. to his Friend in Londor. 
PSAL. 19:13, Keep back thy Servant from preſumptuom firs, then ſhall Ihe 
' upright, 


. L. QNDON, Piinied 4mm Dem, 1679, 
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The Virgins (aveat againft Infant» Murther, 


4 S the Mercies of the Almightyare to a Miracle admirable, 1o his 
| Judgements on {ome Sinners are alſo prodigious z for though we 
t . commit our Sins under thECovert, both of the Night and the 
_ Cloſet, though with our Parents we ſowe Fig-leafes before our 
ſhame, yct cre the Evening of our days God eſpies our Hypocriſte, and 
through that thin Veil, that painted Sepulchre, difcerms the Rottenneſs and 
Corcuption within ; for although in reſpe@ of the ſlender capacity of mor-, 
tal man, the Heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked, none 
can know it; yet the glorious Eye of the divine Providence eaſily dilfipates 
thoſe Cleuds, makes our ſecret Sins as palpable as the Noon-day Sun, ar:4 
not only proclaims our Offences to the World, but frequently gives our Enor- 
mities Icave to ſhame us in this World, and condemn us too; but of all thoſe 
Sins, (which are more in number then the Hairs of our Head, fo-that our 
Hearts may upon too good Grounds) none are more provoking then the 
Breach of the ſixth and ſeventh Commandments, the fecond Coining and 
Imprinting Gods Image without his Licence, nay, expreflely againft his 
Conſent, as the former does deface it in defpight of his Commard;, Ard ag 
hedidnot {pare David in this caſe, though a Man after Gods own Heart, but 
Afflicied him with temporal puniſhments as he would have done with eternal, - 
if his timely Repentance had not interpoſed; fo in the like circumftances, 
eycn in our days we fce ſome ſtormes and ſevecrities, ſome dreadful effetts of 
the Terrours of the Lord of Hoſts, and none in our late days has bin more 
Remarkable, then that which gives Occaſion to our enfuing Diſcourſe. 

Mr. Elizabeth B--- was born in the Biſhoprick and City of Durham; and 
when the wondet fl Inftruftions and cxcmplary Piety of her incomparable 
Mother, had added th: ſe rwo moſt precious Jewels of Religion and Aſodeſty, 
ſhe bade the World Geod-N:ghr, inan Ape far ſhort of that which David 
calls Trouble and Sorrow, However, her Diffolution was no whit untimely, 
fince it preventcd her from ſeeing the faireſt Blofſom that ever {prang from 
{o pPreciqus 2 Mother-Plant, blaſtcd by a lamentable and deplorable Accs 
dents - | ar RE _ 
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The Fi. t ſruits ſhe ba] brought forth in the ycares immediately ſucceed. 
1ng her Mo:hzrs Deccaſc, were fuitable-to the gooJ] Seed which had: been 
{o«nia (oricha Mould; None-of her Nzighbors (thoogh many very ads 
mirable) ſtruck ſail to this Excellencyz She her ſelf was her only Compa-. 
rilon for Beautv.. _ Fe : 


Freighted thus wit" this ineſtimable Cargo, by the Aﬀent of her Fricnds.” 
but hurried rather by an unhappy Tempcit;: ſhe at the Jaſt Acrwced at the 
moſt Debauched and moſt Civilized Place in the Werld, our Magnificent 
Arctropolis of London; Her Aion: at her Artival were ſuch, thit they 
cony-nced all t' at knew her, that ſhe had th moſt un{potted Soul lodged in 
the moſt heautiful Body inthe World ; All thoſe Summer-Flies which cn- 
Ceavour tO fully av: corrupt our choiceſt and moft perfe&t Fruit, met here 
with nothing but {corn and centempr, even thoſe who made more Noble Ad- 
dreſſes, © could diſcern ſmall Grounds of obtaining their dcſired' Object : 
Had cur Cherubim here pitched her 997 Plas ultra, and ſhut her Faragainſt 
the Infinuations of the degrade Ange), ſhe might have antwered tholc exce = 


lent Qualificaticns ſhe was en lowed with, 


But from the fir Fa)l,ourGrard-Mother Eve has Entailed ſuch wcakn fs 
on her fucceeding Generations, ſince Pleaſure, Curioſity, Pride and Idlenefs 
lay claim to fo large a ſhare of our young Ladics time, ſince the deluſions of 
Romances, and Ablurdities of the Stagediſpoſe of almoſt all thz reſt of their 
molt {crious houres, What can we look for but Tares an:ong th2 Wheat, 
and thcn the Inference in the Golpel will be very fit, [umicus homo fecit hoc. 


But. to return from a Tranſport that wou'd give an Alarum to the moſt 
frozen Zeal. This Miracle of Women who hitherto Bad breathed nothjng 
but the moſt miraculous Efforts of Vertue and Chaſtity, 00 {yon alas. gave 
crcdit to the Oaths and lafinyations of a beloved Perſon, and abandoned her 
{c1t to the enjoyment of ſuch Pleaſures as are only the I:wful Concomitants 
the Varriage-Bed; , This pl; afure (asall others, 'whote Foundation is ſin ) 
6&id at the lengtb ſp: outup into Shame ; She by her daily Qualmes and Sick- 
neffes too late perceived ard repined at the caule of her Diſtemper 
Eut as the on'y means of concealing her gro:1iag ſhame, ſhe retircd mto 
the Biſhopxick of Durham, to remove, it pofuvle, the uncomfortable Bur- 
i.ca toth of hor foul and body, The r«& of h:reime was fpentin a privay 
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anſwErable to her-Condeion and wits, Humour, .nothing was wanti 
in that accompliſhed Placc which might not have retrived Her arlirus hinle 
from his doleiul dumps, and continued weeping She only, 'I believe, was' - 
a perpetual. Monnmcnt of her own Eafinek and Shame, and in this a Miracle 
thag very fewhave'tyer repented fo much-of this. fin, never any to fo little” - 


purpole. ,- | = 
thiatcc near Approach of his Delivery. did neceſſitate her to reſolve on” 
ſongthing.inorder to her diſpoſal of the produtt of unpleaſant pleaſure z 
None ned queſtion but her thoughts were. at great variancez! fear of diſ- 
credit and diſhorioyr from witt-out, and Apprehenfions of difquietneſs, vex- 
ation from within,a long time, did equally ſhare her diſtracted foul ; But wo 
is me, the for zxcr Paſſion ſo ſoon obfained the. Conqueſt, and the diſtance of 
the latter made the gre iter OQbj:& appear the lefs, and ſhe reſolved (with 
the Corps.of her Murthered Infant) te hury her Confuſion and ſhameful dify 


grace. 


Gln order. whereunto, bring privately brought to bed, and blindi 
her condition under pretenee of indiſpoſition, upon her delivery ſhe ſtabbed 
herBodkin.iato it under irs Icft Army. and put a Period to that Series ob 
Breathing, which had but newly bzgun and .carnnienced,the Infant was buried 
with the greateſt Privacy, and one old Woman only conſcious of the Secrer,' 
to whom it-was neceſſary to communicate.it, ſhe being employed-in waſhing 
her þhifts, Sheets, and what, Linnen elſe foever., ſhe was fain to make'uſe 
o onfſv ſadand lamentable. occaſton, Upon" the Recovery :of ſonie. ſmall 
ſtrenprth, (uvnler the Vizor of bettering her Health) 'ſhe privately retired 
into Kichmond-ſhire, to the Houle of a faithful Friend, where ſhelived very 
retiredly, oppreſi.d (as it ſhould ſeemywith ſome inward trouble,” althoug 
there was not the leaſt ſuſpicion or whilpering of her Crime,fo tharſhe mighe 
upon great probabilities cry Peace; peace, as the Fews did, when a terrible 
deftruRlon hung over their Heads. 

Whilk all things ſeem?*d aspbſcureas the fatal Night, and her guilt deep 


\ burizd in the Grave of h:r Child, A. Report was buzzed about of a little 


Infant appearing Nightly to ſome vr 6taer 5 but there was one Woman it 
moreel{zecially pitched upon, who lived.,near to the old Woman before= 
mentioned, -which waſhed the Clopathes.. Afarch 27. it appeared £0 this 
young woman (whoſe Name wa; Mary Coward) all bloody, with the Marks 
of it; Mothers cruelty very apparent upon it ; and the All-powerful God, 
who out of the þiouth of this Babe ang Suckling ordained prailez was Pe 
pO | cl. 
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. World; The Firft Timeof its appearing ſhe imagined her elf only deluded 
 byMelancholy, or ſore Enthuſiaſtick Farcies; But being 8 
performance of this Requeſt by her little Petitioner, ſhe began 


mdre ſeriouſly 


- 


* Till then ſhe logked ypon as _— and frivolous, 

' One Night among the reſt ſhe being very, much preff.d by that 
Sollicitor, was atlength ſo bold as to ask Who was its Mother, the Occaſion of 
ts Death and Walking, and wha were privyto that hainous Offence ? But 
when ſhe heard the Name of the beauteou; Elizabeth, and had well confi- 
dered the Reputce.Vertue of that perſon, h.r Curioſity was at'anend, and 


g9conſider the Viſien, and with a more {crious Eye to. look upon that ich- 


, 
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(he no longer look'd vpon that little Angel of Light, but as an Impof the 


Father of Lies ; -but being incefſantly both urged and threatned in cafe of 

neglcR, ſheat laſt communicated her trouble roa Frien1, her Friend toan- 

 @ther, that to a third, till the City Rang of it, and the Mail was in great 
danger of ſuffering ſomething of perſecution from her Alliance. 

- And now being greatly afflicted at her too too exfte Credulity, an] bla? 

ming her ſelffor thus burning her Lips tn other Folks pottage, ſhe had Re- 


courſe to two of theſureſt Stays of this Life, her Heaven'y Father, and her 


own lnnocency ; But as ſhe was retired to her Apartment, the little Babe 


- comes, and comforts her, acquaints her with the place of its Burial, and: 


that her Aunt was privy to its Birth, if n»>t to its Murther : Goins noxt 
day with ſome of her lntimates to ſee that Sepulchre, th:y, according ro the 
Information given them, found a moſt beautiful Corps, in all things tuitable 
20 the Faireſt, the moſi deluded Mother in the Werld. whereupon having 
Recourlſe unto John Aorland Eſquire, one of His Majclties Juſtices of the 
Peace for the City and County of Durhan, he granted enta Warrant to 
apprehend the ſuſpeRed perſons, and with all poſiible peed and Hecrecie to 
Þrins them beforc him; The old Woman denicd not, but that ſhe had 01- 
{ſerved all the Marks ofa Woman in Ci1:1d-bed oa the Linacn of the fair E: 
lizabeth, but how ſhe had diſpoicd 0! the Child the pretends to be wholly 
3onorant, 

The beautiful Unfortunate was the next who was enquired after, but 
though the Officers went to the place of her R-i1Jence, yet ſhe was denied 
ſtroagly, ſo that they were forced to get a Reintorc. ment of th:ir Autiiority 
- from ſome Juſtices in K'ichwordefhire, and upou tcarch they found her out 


uy 
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ſd to lend it an Articulate Voice, which it made vſe of to defire Afar 
Coward to declare its Murther, and the occaſion of its being remanded to the 


icited to the 
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[5 . 
in the place ef her Retirement, and: Kel brought bcfore Authority, ſhe 
could not wary that of which there were 1o many and irrefragable proofs; 
Whereupon ſhe was Aprs! 5. committed into Cuſtody, where ſhe now re 
mains in expettation of a Trial, th: Event thereofnext Lammas Aſſizes will 
acquaint us with ; .She now living unfortunately in having the faireſt Table 
inthe World ſullied with the' two grievous :blemiſhes of Fornication and 
Murther: I defire Godi to give her a true ſight and ſeafeofher offences, 
anda Repentance an{werable to the greatneſs of them, '- 

This ſad Example may ſerve for a Caveat to all young Ladies and Maids,' 
not to yicld up their Virgin- hoxourto any, thought upon the moſt ſpecious 
pretence, not to give Ear to the'Oaths and proteftations'of the moſt paſſio- 
nate Pretenders, ſince all th-ir Rhetorick and Eloquence: has no other end 
then the utter-deſtruction of the+Cbje& of their. deſires, And if any has 

zen ſo imprudent and cafie, as already. to have given way to ſuch exorbitant 

deſires, let them not, as they tender the. welfare of beth ſoul 'and body, 
ever propoſe to themſelves evena poſſibility of concealing their ſhame by 
the addition of a fin for though our bleſſed Saviour did deny to fend one 
from the dead te convince the Brothers of Dives, Luke 16.: yet this Ex- 
ample, and many o:h-rs, - may ſufficiently convince us, that if we be guilty 

of {ych grievous fins, he will ſend one from the dead to deteRt us in this-+* 
Wozld,. and condemn us 100. 


